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by Steve Conliff 


_"ohn Rees (a/k/a John Seeley) and 
S. Louise Rees (a/k/a Sheila O’Connor), 
who housed Y.I.P. organizers of the 
July 4, 1973 Smoke-in/Impeachment 
demonstration, have been exposed by 
two prominent radical publications as 
right-wing intelligence agents with ties to 
the House Internal Security Committee, 
Senate Internal Security Sub-Committee, 
New York State Police and F.B.I. For 
seven years, according to CounterSpy 
(Spring, 1976) and the National Law¬ 
yers Guild paper Guild Notes (May, 
1976), the Reese’s published Informa¬ 
tion Digest (I.D.), a detailed but often 
wacky summary of leftist activities used 
by at least 40 police departments across 
America to compile secret files and black¬ 
list individuals. 

Rees, who emigrated to the U.S. 
from England in 1963, may be the same 
John Rees who, masquerading as a Lithu¬ 
anian refugee names Vladas Hrikavicias, 
touted the country in early 1964 for the 
righting American Opinion Speakers 
Bureau, describing his “escape” from the 
“communist hordes”. He worked for an 
anti-poverty agency in Newark during the 
summer ’64 ghetto riots, was also an or 


activities from 1969-1971 
would believe that the pair could possi¬ 
bly belong to the ‘youth culture’ is now 
a mystery. But they became familiar fig¬ 
ures in Washington. Sheila, a huge wo¬ 
man, overweight, is at least six feet tall 
with a large frame, small facial features, 
fair skin, dark eyes, and long, dark hair 
which she usually wore in a braid; she 
always dressed in dark, unobtrusive 
clothing, often jeans and a sweatshirt" 
John, also overweight and about Sheila’s 
height, had dark hair, wore glasses, and 
spoke with a British accent. He explain¬ 
ed variously that he was from Wales or 
Surrey, England. He usually wore dark 
sloppy clothes and often masqueraded 
as a priest, complete with clerical col¬ 
lar...” 

The Reeses housed and helped 
organize Mayday legal people, while 
suggesting to D.C. police they bug the 
Red House (or New Foundation, a book¬ 
store the Reeses operated at 1247 20th 
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Why anyone That' same woman pulled from her bed 
and beaten one night later by John on a 
rampage. All these memories point out 
one fact. John Seeley and Sheila 0’Con= 
nor, a/k/a Rees, were agent provoca¬ 
teurs.” 

During the large June 16, 1973, 
anti-Nixon demo in Washington, John 
Seeley aproached Y.I.P. organizers who 
he’d heard were looking for a location to 
set up a D.C. office. He offered use of 
1616 Longfellow, and an agreement 
was made that Yippies would sleep in the 
attic and each pay $1 a day for food. At 
that time, governmental strategy was to 
downplay protests, not provoke confron¬ 
tations that might exaggerate discontent, 
and the Reeses counseled not militancy 
but scrupulous lawfulnes. Y.I.P. organi¬ 
zers, while unaware of the Reeses true 
right-wing allegiance, sensed fundamental 
disapproval of our politics and strategies, 
and so usually made plans when our. hosts 
were absent. The Reeses, in turn, occa- 
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The Reese’s further tarnished 
Y.I.P.’s reputation by spreading the story 
Yippie’s ripped off a rommate’s stereo. 

The Reese’s engaged in more con¬ 
ventional dirty tricks against Ohio Na¬ 
tional Lawyer’s Guild people, who, upon 
their arrival for July 4th, sat down with 
their fellow N.L.G. members and de¬ 
scribed organizing efforts in Ohio’s vola¬ 
tile prison system. A month later, House 
Internal Security Committee reopened 
hearings on leftist-inspired political vio¬ 
lence in Ohio prisons, alleging N.L.G. was 
the prime instigator. 

The November 9,1973 issue of I.D. 
contains a story about the Committee to 
Open Archives, a group demanding a new 
investigation of J.F.K.’s assassination 
through “a bizarre demonstration plan¬ 
ned by a Youth International Party 
‘front.’ ” John Lennon, Jane Fonda, 
Co.unterSpy’s Winslow Peck, reporter Sal¬ 
ly Quinn, entertainer Eddie Albert, and 
most known radical groups were also 
among victims of the Reeses’ flights of 
paranoia. On the other hand, the Reeses 
often supplied highly accurate reports, 
such as extended analyses of the internal 
structure and struggles of Vietnam Veter¬ 
ans Against the War and the group's even- 
* split. But the group which most con- 


ual 


derly in a Massachusetts nursing home 
and beneficiary of the will of Peyton 
Place author Grace Metalious, and appar¬ 
ently served as an informer for police de¬ 
partments in the District of Columbia, 
Texas, Maryland, New Jersey and New 
York. In 1968, Rees incorporated an or¬ 
ganization called National Goals, Inc. in 
New York which began to publish and 
distribute I.D. Rees also edited National 
Layman’s Digest, a similar black-listing 
publication of the Church League of 
America. Not much is known of Sheila 
Rees during this "period, save that she 
worked as a researcher for the House In¬ 
ternal Security Committee, once power¬ 
ful as the dreaded House Un-American 
Activities Committee but by then in dis¬ 
grace. 

According to CounterSpy, John 
and Sheila “initially came to Washington 
around Mayday, ‘1971, having establish¬ 
ed Left contacts through Abbie Hoffman 
during^ the Woodstock music festival. 
John and Sheila—offhandedly associated 
with several groups of street people call¬ 
ed the ‘Crazies’ and the ‘New York 
Motherfuckers’—covered themselves by 
including their names in the Information 
Digest in connection with other anti-war 


St. N.W.) and their home at 1616 Long¬ 
fellow. The Red House was bugged; Long¬ 
fellow, where Yippies later stayed, may 
or may not have been. 

In September 1972, Sheila was 
hired as co-ordinator of the D.C. office 
of the National Lawyers Guild and as¬ 
sumed the editorship of the Guild news¬ 
letter. In June 1973, she was elected to 
the Guild’s National Executive Board, 
despite her history of internal disruption 
and mismanagement of Guild affairs. 
Writes CounterySpy: 

“Bad memories abound now. The 
pistol that unsuspectedly dropped from 
Sheila’s purse one day in the Guild office. 
The rent-a-car stolen in the name of the 
Guild chairperson. The guns and possi¬ 
ble wiretap equipment found when a 
curious roommate at the Longfellow 
house broke into John and Sheila’s bed¬ 
room which remained locked during the 
day and bolted from inside at night. 


sionally supplied the Yippies with small 
amounts of pot and took every opportun¬ 
ity to bad-rap absent Y.I.P. leaders, but 
seldom tried to influence plans. They did 
make a great show of organizing legal 
observors, but most of the actual work 
was done by Washington lawyer Marvin 
Mille and members of the Ohio N.L.G. 
It now seems likely that it was Sheila, 
holding one of our three walkie-talkies, 
who was responsible for short-circuiting 
Y.I.P.’s communications the day of the 
demo, but the effect was more inconven¬ 
ience than disruption. 

It was after July 4th that the 
Reese’s made their most serious impact 
on Y,I.P. On the pretext of paying some 
mythical phone bills, John ripped us off 
for some $500 raised by sales of Yipster 
Times, buttons and posters at the demo. 
The sudden loss of most of our treasury 
crippled late summer and fall follow-up 
anti-Nixon activities. 


terned John and Sheila seems to have 
been the National Lawyers Guild. 

In 1976, the New York Assembly’s 
Office of Legislative Oversight and Analy¬ 
sis released an investigative report on I.D. 
“a string that held together a network of 
hidden informants whose information 
was recorded by police departments 
throughout the nation without the indi¬ 
vidual involved knowing the process and 
without independent checking by the 
police as to the validity and source of this 
derogatory information;” 

John Norpel, former research direc¬ 
tor of the Senate Internal Security Sub¬ 
committee, offered investigators this 
view of the I.D. network: “The informa¬ 
tion which (John Rees) brought before 
the Senate Internal Security Subcommit¬ 
tee was always right on the mark. It pro¬ 
vided background leads for the Vencer- 
emos Brigade hearings and on the so-call¬ 
ed Left. Rees’s information was invalu¬ 
able to the intelligence community....I 
don’t think Rees got his information 
from federal agencies. It was my impres¬ 
sion that the federal intelligence com¬ 
munity was more dependent on him that 
he was on them.” 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Readin* Writin* and Ritalin 


Ls many as 1 million schoolchil¬ 
dren in America are being drugged to 
make them easier to handle—and it’s an 
outrage, angry doctors and other experts 
charge. 

The youngsters, many of whom are 
considered “hyperactive,”- or unruly, face 
the possibility of psychological addiction 
and other serious side effects from the 
amphetamine-related medications. pre¬ 
scribed to tranquilize them. 

Drugs commonly used include Rita¬ 
lin, Dexedrine and Cylert. These are ex¬ 
tremely hazardous, says prominent Chi¬ 
cago physician Dr. Robert S. Mendelsohn. 
Besides the danger of addiction, he said, 
“side effects include heart palpitations, 


headaches and stomach pains. And there 
are suspicions that these drugs can retard 
a child’s growth, affect his vascular sys¬ 
tem and endanger his life. 

“The' children are taking these 
drugs to soothe conditions variously diag¬ 
nosed as hyperkinesis, minimal brain dys¬ 
function, and learning disability,”, ex¬ 
plained Dr. Mendelsohn, former assistant 
to the director of^lichael Reese Hospital, 
and an associate professor of preventative 
medicine at the University of Illinois 
School of Medicine. 

“These youngsters,” he continued, 
“are often drugged because teachers and 
pediatricians feel it will make the children 
easier to manage. 


“To me, this sounds incredibly like 
‘1984’—and I would caution any parent 
against putting his child on a behavior- 
altering drug.” 

Other physicians agree. 

Said Dr. Sydney Walker, a psychia¬ 
trist in La Jolla, Calif.: “It may well be 
that stimulant drugs produce greater 
harm in the long run than the hyperactive 
symptoms they are meant to control.” 

Teachers must share the blame for 
the increasing number of youngsters be¬ 
ing placed on drugs, believes Dr. Emmy 
Freeman, a clinical psychologist in Orlan¬ 
do, Fla. 

“Some teachers put pressure on 
parents to take their children to a doctor 


if he’s unruly. In the past, the student 
would probably have been paddled in 
school. Now he’s given a drug.” 

An incredible 500,000 to 1 million 
children ,are taking amphetamine-related 
drugs by prescription according to Peter 
Schrag*and Diane Divoky, authors of the 
book, “The Myth of the Hyperactive 
Child.” 

Their estimate is based on extensive 
research and also sales figures released by 
drug manufacturers. 

Said Schrag: “While the govern¬ 
ment is throwing people in jail for using 
drugs, other governmental institutions 
—including* the schools—are pushing it on 
children.” —National Enquirer 


(Continued from page 3) 

The report continues: “Many law 
enforcement officials say that Rees con¬ 
vinced police departments of his import¬ 
ance by tantalizing them with stories of 
violent plots and by taking information 
from one department and telling anoth¬ 
er one what he had just learned. I.D. 
information was used by local police 
to develop dossiers on thousands of 
patriotic and decent Americans who had 
committed no crime and were not sus¬ 
pected of committing a crime.” 

The New. York State Police 
stamped each issue of I.D.: “The infor¬ 
mation contained herein is of a classified 
nature and intended solely for the use o 
of the New York State Police and agen¬ 
cies authorized by them.” 

The November 19, 1971, issue of 
I.D., obtained by CounterSpy, contained 
this message: 

“It will be apparent to the 40 peo¬ 
ple now receiving the Information Digest 
that much of the information is obtained 
by sources active in the radical, so-called 
revolutionary groups. Uncontrolled dis¬ 
semination of this information can have 
the most serious consequences.... 

“It is requested that you keep the 
Information Digest for use within your 
own organization and do not share it 
with others: this issue (Nov. 19) in par¬ 
ticular is sensitive and should not, under 
any circumstances, be leaked to any or¬ 
ganization or newsman, however well- 
established their reputation. If, in your 


'Digest’ 
Tantalizes 
RedSquads 


“judgment, material should be dissemin¬ 
ated, please do not use it in I.D. format; 
scramble and rewrite.” 

The New York State Police fre¬ 
quently used I.D. information with the 
source labelled “a confidential inform¬ 
ant,” a term previously thought to refer 
only to individual informers, not publi¬ 
cations of right-wing nuts. 

According to syndicated columnist 
Jack Anderson, police departments fre¬ 
quently used I.D. information to fright¬ 
en radicals’ employers, school authori¬ 
ties, etc., while cautioning them not to 
tell the subject of the contact. 

I.D. ceased publishing regularly 
in 1974, though sporadic reports of a 
similar nature have been issued. Follow¬ 
ing a secret autumn, 1975, interview in a 
Washington motel with an F.B.I. agent, 
an Assistant U.S.Attorney, and an intern¬ 
al affairs officer of the D.C. police, con¬ 


cerning an investigation into possible il¬ 
legal break-ins and electronic surveilance 
by the intelligence division of the D.C. 
Metropolitan Police, John Rees dropped 
out of sight. He now lives at 2828 How¬ 
ard St., Baltimore, MD. His concern 
with anonymity was evident in I.D.: 


“In order to maintain the confiden¬ 
tiality of the service we cannot appeal for 
funds directly. However, each recipient 
knows how to make contact with some 
other person having a direct contact with 
the I.D. And it is suggested that to en¬ 
sure that we continue, you allocate some 
money to us. This can be sent in any way 
that you believe will be both rapid and 
secret.” 

S. Louise Rees is cur¬ 
rently an employee of Congressman Larry 
P. McDonald (Democrat-Georgia), a Urol¬ 
ogist turned right-wing fanatic, who 


claims to be the youngest member of the 
National Council of the John Birch Soci¬ 
ety. Since early 1975, McDonald has been 
placing I.D. -like information, usually 
false and derogatory in nature, in the 
Congressional Record, where, protected 
by congressional immunity, a congress¬ 
man may print the most vicious lies with¬ 
out risking suit for slander or libel. There¬ 
after, the material may be reprinted with 
impugnity, and the ran tings of Larry 
McDonald have been widely disseminated 
in right-wing circles. 

McDonald briefly jailed during his 
1972 campaign for failing to make ali¬ 
mony payments, is being sued by a wi¬ 
dow who claims he prescribed an F.D.A. 
banned drug as a cure for her husband’s 
cancer. There were also widespread ru¬ 
mors of McDonald’s sexual perversions 
and possible involvement in the murder 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

McDonald and Sheila Rees appar¬ 
ently hoped to stir up a new wave of 
McCarthyism, but they have had little in¬ 
fluence upon other congressmen, and 
with thgir sleazy operation now being ex¬ 
posed, it is unlikely they ever will. 
Though some of their information has 
been almost chillingly accurate, so much 
of it is demonstrably false, even silly e.g. 
(Eddie Albert is a Communist) that it is 
difficult to see how any damaging revela¬ 
tions could be extracted by repression- 
bent police. The McDonald/Rees opera¬ 
tion seems designed not to pinpoint in¬ 
dividuals but to whip up ihysteria. 















































































































